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A Letter from Dublin 20 the Publifher of thefe
Tradts , concerning the Porphyry Pillars in E-

gypL.
SIR,

%;/ Ouengage meafter a very undeniable manner, as 1
4 perceive by the minutes of your Philofophical Suci-
ery, to fend you fome Account of the Porp hyry Pillars
infgypt : And though 1 could have fatisficd your Curi-
ofity much better in this matter, had you thought of it
when I was amongft my Papers in Oxford; yct rather
than hazard your good Opinion, or give the leaft pre-
tence of difrefpet to your worthy Company, for whofe
perfons and defigns I have fo juft an eftcem and vencrati-
on: I here fend, not what's fit for me to write, or you
to read ; but what I can remember upon this fubject.

Nor do I intend to fpeak concerning the nature or
compofition of ftones in general, or of Poerphyry more
particularly : But meerly as to matter of Fact, fo far
chiefly as it fell under my own Cognifance, 7. ¢. if you
pleafe, ratherlike an Hifforian than a Philofopher.

In the firft place then, T think it may be taken for
granted, that thereis no {uch Quarry, or Rockof ftene
rather, in all the lower parts of “Egypt: Forfo farasthe
Nile o'reflows, is perfeét foil. A fample whereof I hope
youfttill retain ; and let me entreat you to be very exadt
in weighing it this year, that vou may be fure whether
1t be heavier in the time of the Inundation (asis gene-
rallv believ'd) than before or after: And when, and in
what proportion, it encreafes.

The Boundaries of this overflow (which are never ro
miles from the Channel, thatI faw, generally fcarce | of
it, and infome placesbut a mile or two, (the Lelta fiiil
excepted which isuniverfally covered, all but the North

fide to the Sca, and alittle to the Faft for fome miles a-
bove

The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [[&
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). STOR

yo 22

®
WwWw.jstor.org



L6257

bove Damiata) are rifing hills of fand, beyond which
isperfe@ defert, uponthe 4fricfide, the Lzbyan. [High.
er South I have been told, there are Rocks nearer the
River, andn fome places ftrcighten it] but under thofc
fands, 1sa yielding ftone, not much harder than Chalk,
tho not fo white, and very cafily manag'd, asat the Mum-
mzes, deep {pacious Vaults which were the old Repofito-
ries for the Dead.  And the like alfo may be faid of thofe
Cells or Sepulchres which are hewn purely cut of the
rocky earth { mile on the South of dlexandria, Albeit
nearcr the Sea, tiherc are ftones of a harder kind, and
with which they build : but by their mouldring away, as
appears by the Remains of houles within the Walls of
the Cizy, ‘tisplain they can't endure the weather, which
is fufficiently curroding there : The Iron which once pla-
ted their thick wooden Gates being moftly caten away,
aud the deep Charadters upon the fides of thefe very Por-
phyry Pillars, exceedingly detaced.  Indeed about Mem-
phisi.e. by the Pyramsds. they have a milder Air; and
the Hieroglyphics cut in thofe frones will laft well enough,
till they fhall be removed into a rougher : But then,they’l
crizleand {cale, asIfound by fad Experience. Iorha-
ving procur'd 4 ftones, the beft mark'd with thofe figures
of Antiquity, I could meet with, and fent them down
to Alexandria in order to their Tranfportation for Eug-
land; 1fownd them upon my fecond Voyage into Egypt
very much injur'd, being putinto the Cuftom-houfe-yard
(where they lye ftill embargo'd,) by the 4ga ;s who de-
manded an intollerable Summ for liberty to fhip them,
asyou may remember 1 told you the ftory.

Butyet farther in the Country there are Mountains of
harder ftone: Inthe INitrien, now the Defert of St. Ma-
carius, and not far from the Lake where the ZLatroon or
true Nitre incraftates upon the top of the water, there
are many; and fome of them not utterly unliike Por-
phyry.  That which neareft refemblesits Colour, tho not
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itsConfiftence,is the vein that produces theEagle-ftone: of
which there are many in the Babr Batama, a great fandy
valley.But thefe ftonesare of a differentComplexion from
Porphyry, asyou may perceive by thofe I fent you, which
alfo will affift your Conjetures of their original.

However, I can’t pronounce that there is no Porphyry
hereabouts: For in the chief Monaftery of the 4 now re-
maining (of 366 asmany asaredays in the longeft year)
dedicated to the Bleffed-Virgin; the 2 ftones which fe-
cure theirEntrance areof the like,if notthe very fame {ub-
ftance : which I more particularly obferv'd upon the ac-
count of their ingenious Contrivance. For thefe poor
people, lying otherwife at the mercy of the roving 4-
rabs, with thefe 2 Mill-ftones (for that’s their make)
thus make good their Gate againft them, (or rather their
paflage;) into which they run them, and then drive a
great wooden wedge between them on the infide, which
fo faftens them that they cannot be loofed butupon the
infide neither. And of fuch a fort of Porphyry, is the
noted Sphynx (a mighty head and fhoulders 110 feet in
compafs) yet ftanding by the Northern Pyram:ds.

I haveindeed been told of the place upon mount Si-
nai, whence this Porphyry came: but fo they fhew the ve-
ry Rock where the 2 excellent double Rows of Pillars,
in the Church of Bethlebem were hewn : tho I went a~
way fatisfied that'twasa quite different fort of ftone. A-
nother tells of a Pillar of the fame make yet lying
there: and if thisbe certain, you need feek no further.
Albeit, I muft tell you thac the ftones brought thence,
with the Reprefentation of a Buck (it muft needs be cale
led) upon them ; fome of which youhad, thoreddifh;
are of a much finer,and more even texture,

Wanfleben writes of a great many, more Southerly ;
but T know him too well to believe ail that he fays for Go-
fpel. Anda more fober man, Father Carlo Francifcod

Orleans, now Superior of the Capucines at Cairo, who
went
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went 300 Leagues up the Nile in the year 69 5 told me
of many Temples. Statues, and Pillarsat that diftance;
tho I can’t be fure he faid there were any of Porphyry,
But fince 'twas in Thebass, why may we not fuppofe them
of that black, white and red fpeckl'd Thebasc Marble,
famous in the World; and wherewith the leffer Pyramid
perhaps was crufted,yet to be feen upon the ground about
it, and when polifh'd looks finely.

Thofe which I have my felf {een, are one of them
at the Matarea, 3 or 4 miles Eaft of Grand Cairo, and 2
at Alexandria juft within the Wall upon the North fide
of the City: (for Pompey's Pillar as they call it) i mile
without the Gate to the South, is quite of another make
and matter: one of thefe is thrown down and brokea
into pieces, but was of the fame dimenfions for breadth
and thicknefs with the other. The Francks call them
Aguglia’s, the Englifh particularly Cleopatra’s needles;
but the Inhabitants content themfelves with the general
nameof Pillars. Theyhave no Bafis or Pedeftals above
ground; andif they never had, they muft needsbe ve-
ry deepin the Earth. 'The Draughts I here fend you will
excufe all farther Defcription. Qne of them wasvery
well takenby Monfieur Brute a Frencl; Drugﬁerman; the
other by a Duzch Painter, who, youl fee, has butlittle
commended his Art.

1f you have a Fancy upon the fight of "em, to fift out
the Hzeroglyphic Character with which they are engraven;
perhaps you'l find it to be the Aboriginal £gyptian Let-
ter, long fince worn outof common ufe in the Country,
asthe Samaritan (fo 'tis now generally call'd,) was a-
mongft the Fews. Andthatit bears.propgf\tion with the
China (now 1n ufe) where each note reprefents a word,
orrather an entire fignification. And moreover that ’tis
wrought the fame way too, from the top to the bottom ;
asyou have feen in the Bord I brought from a doorin the
Village Succara (which is next to theMummies)thelargeft

piece
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picceof Bgyptian Writing perhaps, atthisdayin Exrope.
I contefs thatin the Vaultsor Prieft’'s Chambers cat out of
the Rock, clofe by the 24. Pyramid,the whole wallsare in-
{crib'd therewith; butI{peakof anOriginal. Andif all
that is there written were but exactiy copyed, it might
be then lawful to hope, thatthe Language fo long fince
dead and buried in the Houfe of Bondage, might have
its refurrection in the Land of Liberty. ,

That {fuch vaft Monuments might be remov'd from
place to place, is difficu’t indeed , but not impoffible.
And if one Archimedes (as Atheneus preferves the flory
for us) could lanch the vaftthip of Hzere, which all the
ftrength of Syracufé was not able to bring to Sca ; what
might not many great Maftersinthe fame Art perform,
and upon their own Dunghil too? for 1 may call £yype
the Mother of the Mathematics. '

Befides, {fome of thefe Mountains are near the Red-Sea ;
and Szfs from Cazre but 2 or 3 days, from Nile lefs: And
how poffible it is to convey mighty weights by water, let
the Obelisks at Rome declare ; which were all of them
brought from this very Country, And that fuch things
may be done by Land too, tho notbyevery one; is plain
enough, becaufe we fee they have been done. At Ba-
albec whichis 14 hoursfrom Damajcus (for thence I went,
accompanied with Mr. 4nt. Balam and Mr. Fo. Verney,
both now in England, whom I thought fit to name for
my Compurgators, if you fhould queftion the credit of
ftory :) There isa ftone about 66 foot Jong on the N.
fide of the Caftle-wall, and 2 more of 6oeach: AndT
believe we {uw the way they travel'd, having left one of
their Compauny, tho not quite fo bigin the Read, as a
Monument thereof to thisvery day.

1f youhave got the piece of this Aguglza (for 1 have
nothing here;) youwill thereby beft difcern its Colour
and Compofition : "Tis{fomething more lively than the

Porphyry of St. Jehn's Font (for by that name’tis known)
at



[629]

at Ephefius ; much more vivid than thofe 4 tall {quare
Pillars at Tadmore (inits middle age Palmyra) which are
each of them but of, I think, one piece; whiltall the
reft, exceeding many, of another {ort of ftone, are of
feveral pieces and round: If youl attribute the clear-
nefsof their Complexion, in partto the Air; which cor-
rodes them efpecially upon the N.and Eaft; I impofe
not upon the liberty of your Reafon.

If the lehnography of them (which I defire you to re-
ferve for me) won't excufe me from any farther defcripti-
on, Ibeg your pardon that I have faid thus much, and
hazarded my judgment to demonftrate my Affection,
how much Iam, and endeavout to be,

Your faithful Friend

And humble Servant,

R. H.

ADVERTISEMENT.

The Cuts of thefe Pillars are not prefixt tc this Paper,
becaufe faid to be engraven and publifid elfewhere,
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